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A TENDENCY TO LAUGH AND SING: 
SOME NOTES ON MENTAL HEALTH LAW
From the legal basis for seclusion to the meaning of ‘hospital’, and from the Bournewood case
to the ‘long leash’, this book addresses the most significant controversies in mental health law
of the last few years. 

Taking its title from an official report about one particularly unfortunate patient, the book 
contains David Hewitt’s key writings on the subject. Those writings, which first appeared in 
publications such as The Times and the New Law Journal, are here collected together for the
first time.

This book will be of assistance to anyone who is subject to or works with the Mental Health Act,
and to those with an interest in social policy and the process by which it is applied or reformed.

David Hewitt is a practising solicitor, who writes and lectures extensively in the field of health
and social care law. A partner in Weightmans LLP, Dr Hewitt is a Visiting Fellow of Northumbria
University, and also of Lincoln University. He was a member of the Mental Health Act 
Commission for nine years and is now a legal member of the Mental Health Review Tribunal and
sits on the editorial board of the Journal of Mental Health Law. David Hewitt is also the author
of The Nearest Relative Handbook.
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