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Accessing NORA 

Use NORA Power Search to find journal articles and other useful resources 

Quick Guide to NORA Power Search 

Step 1 
Click on the link for eLibrary from the top right 
of the University homepage. 

Step 2 
Click on the link for NORA. 

Step 3 
Type in your search keyword(s) and click on 
Find It Fast. 
 
E.g. Biomedical science 

If you are off-campus, it is better to access NORA via Desktop ANYWHERE. For more information on Desktop 
ANYWHERE including a help guide and how to install it please visit: http://www.northumbria.ac.uk/dta 

Step 4 
You will see a number of results. 

Step 5 
Refine your search 
 
Tick the relevant box to refine your search. Using 
these tick boxes you can refine your search to show 
items with full text online or only show articles from 
scholarly publications. 

Step 6 
Content Type 
 
You can refine your search to specific content types 
here. 
 
Click more… for more content type. 

Refining your search 
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Subject Terms 

Step 8 
Click on Sort By A-Z 
This puts the Subject Terms in alphabetical order 

Step 9 
Click on the Terms you want to Include or Exclude i.e. 
Include: biotechnology, clinical neurology 
 
Click on Continue 

Step 10 
De-select any Subject Terms you may have selected 
already and click on more... 

Step 7 
Under the Subject Terms heading click on more 
options 

The previous search used OR, this will expand your search. If you want to narrow your search you must use AND. 

Subject Terms is a very effective way of searching with NORA Power Search. You can use for very broad or 
very narrow searches. 
 
If you want the Subject Terms to be joined together with OR (broad search) you can select all the topics at once and 
click on Continue. 
If you want the Subjects Terms to be joined together with AND (narrow search) you need to just tick one topic at a 
time, come out of it by clicking Continue, and then go back in for the second topic.  

Subject Terms  - using a narrow search (AND) 

Subject Terms  - using a broad search (OR) 

Step 12 
Click on more... again and select the other Subject 
Term you want to use. i.e. biotechnology 
 
Click on Continue 
 
You would repeat this process for each Subject Term 
you want to use.   

NORA Power Search will search for any resources which contain 
any of the Subject Terms you have selected. 

Step 11 
Click on Sort by A-Z 
Select the Subject Term you want to use. 
Remember, for a narrow search you should only 
select ONE Subject Term. e.g. biomaterials 
Click Continue 
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Adding extra keywords 

You can add your own extra keywords to your 
search by typing them in the main search box. 
 
Important!! 
If you want to keep any refinements you have 
made you must click Keep search 
refinements, otherwise your refinements will 
be lost when you click Search Library. 

Saving items and more information 

If you see a resource you like, then click on the 
Save this item icon. 

The item will then be saved in the Saved 
Items folder. Clicking on this will show you any 
resources you have saved during your current 
NORA Power Search session. 

Accessing content 

Click on the magnifying glass icon to see more 
information on a resource. 

To access a resource click on its title.  
 
You may then be presented with several 
different options for accessing the resource 
you want. 

For more information about accessing e-resources 
at Northumbria University. 
 

Go to Skills Plus 

www.northumbria.ac.uk/skillsplus 

Click on the link  A-Z List 

Scroll down the page and click on the link for 
Logging into e-resources 

 
There is also information available at: 
http://www.northumbria.ac.uk/library/help/
password 
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Refine your 
search 
You can use this to 
only show full-text 
articles, exclude 
newspaper articles 
or limit the results 
to scholarly  
publications. 

Content Type 
You can use this to 
only show journal 
articles, newspaper 
articles, conference 
proceedings, etc. 
 
Clicking on more 
options will show 
you more Content 
Types. 

Subject Terms 
You can use this to 
refine your search 
to more specific 
subjects areas. 
 
Clicking more 
options will show 
you more Subject 
Terms. 

Keep search refinements 
If you use any of the refinement tools, you 
must click on this option if you want to keep 
these search refinements when you do a new 
search or add new keywords. 

Publication Date 
You can use this to 
only show results 
from specific years. 
  
E.g. 2008-2011 

Rank your results 
You can use this 
dropdown arrow to 
show results by 
relevance, or date 
newest or oldest. 

Magnifying glass 
Click on this to view 
extra information on 
a resource. This 
could be an 
abstract. 

Save this item 
This allows you to 
save any useful 
resources into a 
folder. When you 
have finished 
searching, you can 
then open this 
Saved items folder 
to view your results. 

The NORA Power Search results screen 

Saved Items  
Open this folder to 
view, email or print 
your Saved Items. 

Full text 
Click on this 
icon to link to 
the full text of 
an item. 

Skills Plus provides a wide selection of materials to develop your learning. You can access Skill Plus at: 
www.northumbria.ac.uk/skillsplus 
 


