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Assessment Regulations for Northumbria Awards (ARNA)

The Assessment Regulations for Northumbria Awards are usually referred to as ARNA.  ARNA applies to all Northumbria programmes (or courses) delivered in the UK and overseas
.  
What does ARNA cover?

ARNA includes specific rules for undergraduate and postgraduate programmes.  It also includes regulations and procedures applying to cheating, plagiarism and other forms of academic misconduct (in Appendix 1) and regulations governing examinations (in Appendix 2).
Module pass mark (ARNA Section 3)
· Your programme (or course) is made up of modules
· The pass mark for undergraduate modules (levels 3-6) is 40%

· The pass mark for postgraduate modules (level 7) is 50%

· Some modules are pass/fail and you will not receive a mark.

To pass a module, you must also complete each assessment component defined in the module descriptor.  If you do not, you will have failed the module even if you have achieved the module pass mark.  
It is your responsibility to ensure that the Exam Board is aware of any extenuating circumstances affecting your ability to complete assessments (see ‘what are extenuating circumstances’ below).
If you are at the start or part-way through your programme

· If your programme has more than one level (or stage) ARNA tells you what is required to progress to the next level.  This is referred to as progression. (ARNA Section 4)

· If you have failed any modules, ARNA indicates:

· The importance of your average mark in determining referral opportunities, ie whether you will be allowed to resit the failed modules.  Your average mark at the end of the level is more important than the number of modules (or total credits) you have failed. (Sections 2iv, 5.2-5.3)  
· When the referral (resit) opportunity takes place (Section 5.6)
· What happens if you fail after resit (Section 5.7)
· The regulations for compensation when a module/s has been failed.  
When a failed module is compensated by the Exam Board, you will not have to resit and will be awarded credit for the module.  If you are part way through an undergraduate programme the module pass mark of 40% will also be awarded. (Section 7)
If you are at the end of your programme
Classification of awards

If you are on an honours degree, your award may be classified as First, Second Class Honours Upper Division (2.1), Second Class Honours Lower Division (2.2) or Third.  Integrated masters degrees are also classified in the same way except there is no Third class honours classification.  Other awards may be classified with Distinction or Commendation.  ARNA explains the rules for classification and how the Exam Board will reach a decision for students who are at the borderline between two classifications.  (Sections 8, 12.13 and 12.18)

If you have failed module/s

· on an honours degree or integrated masters degree
· in certain circumstances, the failure may be disregarded without changing your classification and without having to resit (Sections 12.13 and 12.18)

· you may be offered a reduced classification and, depending on the total number of credits failed, you may be given the chance to retake modules and be awarded the classification based on your average mark at the first attempt.  This is called Option to Retrieve
· on other awards
· you may be able to resit (Sections 5.5 and 5.6) or be compensated (Sections 7.4 and 7.5).
What is academic misconduct?
In all assessed work you should take care to ensure that the work you submit is your own.  The University takes academic dishonesty and cheating very seriously and it is your responsibility to ensure that you don’t attempt to cheat or become victim to cheating.

There are many different forms of academic misconduct or ‘cheating’.  Plagiarism (intentional and unintentional) is most common and both the University Library and your academic tutors are able to provide further guidance on proper citation and referencing in your assessed work.

You will find further information on types of academic misconduct and penalties which the University can impose in ARNA (appendix 1).  

What are extenuating circumstances?
Exam boards take account of personal and technical extenuating circumstances affecting student assessment.  
You can apply for an extension of time to complete assessed coursework if you have personal circumstances which are unforeseen and unpreventable and have a serious effect on your ability to submit work by the published hand-in deadline (section 9).
If personal extenuating circumstances which are serious, unforeseen and unpreventable have significantly affected your performance in examinations or other forms of assessment, you can submit a personal extenuating circumstances (PEC) claim (Section 10).  You should discuss this with the appropriate guidance staff, who will be asked to comment on the claim.  The claim form should be submitted, with medical or other independent evidence, as soon as possible and no later than the published School deadline for the period in which the affected work is assessed (eg semester 1). If you are unable to submit work by the assessment deadline, or to attend an examination, you must register intention to submit a PEC claim with the School Office as soon as practicable. 

Circumstances which affect the conduct of an examination or assessment for individual students or groups of students are described as technical extenuating circumstances (Section 11).  If there is a problem during an exam (eg there is a power failure), this will be formally reported by the invigilator.  If you are the only student affected, you will need to explain the circumstances to the module tutor and School office. 
If extenuating circumstances are likely to affect your ability to continue studying, you should seek advice from guidance staff.

Need to find out more?

On your MyNorthumbria webpage, under Information for Students, click on ‘Assessment Documentation for Students’.  In addition to this brief overview, you will be able to access the following documents:
· Assessment Regulations for Northumbria Awards

· Personal Extenuating Circumstances: Student Form 

· Personal Extenuating Circumstances: Student Medical Form

· Student Guide to Extenuating Circumstances

· Student Module Record Form (SMRF) – Guide for Students.
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� Some Northumbria programmes, for example, in nursing and accountancy, lead to professional qualifications or provide membership of a professional body and additional regulations apply. If so, full information will be provided in programme documentation.








