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Change to Assessment Regulations – Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Why has this change been made?

· We have changed our 2009/10 assessment regulations for two reasons:
· we need to comply with our funding council’s rules on non-completion.  Other Universities have also had to change their assessment regulations as a result of the funding council’s ruling.
· we recognise how important it is for your learning that you engage with all assessment components.  
What is an assessment component and when is it complete?

· An assessment component is one defined as summative within the assessment strategy for the module and for which a mark is recorded.  You are expected to complete each summative assessment component.
· To complete an assessment component depending on the mode of assessment, you should either submit the in-course work for marking or attend the examination and submit an examination script for marking.  As long as all assessment components (assignment or examination script) for a module are submitted, no matter what mark is given for each piece of work, the module will be judged complete.  If this is not the case the module will be judged incomplete.
What happens if I have already missed an exam or coursework submission deadline?

· If you missed an exam or did not submit course work before 1 November 2009, your School will ensure that you are not disadvantaged by the change to the regulations.
· If you were unable to submit coursework in time or to attend an exam due to serious, unforeseen and unpreventable personal circumstances, you should read the Student Guide to Extenuating Circumstances.  This is available from the assessment documentation for students  web page at http://www.northumbria.ac.uk/sd/central/ar/lts/assess/assproc/assdocstud/
· You should continue to study the module and complete any remaining assessment tasks.  As Northumbria’s assessment regulations are based on overall performance across all the modules at the level on which you are studying, you may be eligible for a referral opportunity on an incomplete module.  
What happens if I do not complete all the assessment tasks for a particular module?

· If the component is missed after 1 November 2009 and any associated personal extenuating claim is not approved, you will have failed the module even if you have achieved the module pass mark. However you may be eligible for a referral opportunity (see next Q&A)
If I have not completed the assessment for a particular module will I have a referral opportunity?
· When you have completed all taught modules at the level you are studying, the Exam Board will consider your average mark to determine whether you have the opportunity to resit any modules you have failed.  The key level averages are:

· undergraduate level 4 - 30%

· undergraduate levels 5 and 6 - 40%

· postgraduate level 7 – 50%
For example, if you are at the end of level 4 and have achieved an average mark of 35% across all the modules in the level, you will have met the 30% level average requirement and will have the opportunity to resit any module/s you have failed.   If your level average is less than 30%, normally you will have failed the programme.  However, where an extenuating circumstances claim has been submitted and approved, the Exam Board will take this into account in reaching its decision.
What happens to my module mark if I achieved the pass mark initially but was referred because I had not completed every assessment component?
· Following referral, your agreed module mark will be capped at the pass mark.  
The following example illustrates the impact of the regulation on the marks for an undergraduate module (level 6 or below) with two assessment components of equal weighting.  The module pass mark was achieved initially but referral was required because assessment component 002 was not completed.  Following referral the agreed module mark is capped at the module pass mark (40%).
	Assessment Component  001

(50%)
	Assessment Component  002

(50%)
	Module mark/grade
	Referral mark/grade
	Agreed module mark/grade following referral

	86P
	0AB
	43IC
	50P
	40P


P
pass
AB 
non-attendance / failure to submit

IC 
assessment incomplete
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