Articulation Agreements: Guidance Notes

Procedures for advanced entry to Northumbria taught programmes under an Articulation Agreement

Definition of Advanced Entry: Advanced Entry is the approval of entry onto a programme leading to a Northumbria award at an intermediate stage of the programme, on the basis of the award of general or specific credit given as recognition of the academic worth of prior learning/experience/practice and its suitability as a pre –requisite for study of the Northumbria programme i.e. academic accreditation. 

For the purpose of providing articulation into programmes at Northumbria the credits recognised from the partner will be part of an award of the partner, Northumbria will not provide substantial input to the design or delivery of the partner’s programmes and there will be no specific PSRB requirements. 

Articulation agreements for which the definition is not followed in any part will require additional approval conditions, confirmed by the Programme Approvals Sub-Committee (PASC), and will be termed “augmented articulations”. 

Where there is to be a formal arrangement for advanced entry of students on a regular basis to Northumbria programmes, this will be documented by an Articulation Agreement.  An Articulation Agreement is not necessary for students covered by an Erasmus Agreement.

An Articulation Agreement will be required when it is intended to accept students with particular approved qualifications/credit
 on a standard and regular basis for advanced entry to any programme leading to a Northumbria award and where the value of the previous work equates to 60 credits or more.  Any subsequent changes to the entry requirements of a programme would require a new Articulation Agreement.

Individual students can be admitted to Northumbria programmes on an Advanced Entry basis outside of the formal links described here. These students will be considered by the Admissions Team or by school Admissions tutors as part of the normal admissions process.

It is important to note that where advance entry takes place a student’s marks from their prior learning do not count towards the Northumbria Award.  University regulations specify that “Accredited Prior Learning (APL) is permitted provided that there is a minimum of 60 credits of current learning but is not used in any calculation of classification or distinction” (5.4.1).  Any departure from this requires a Variation Order.

There are 3 main advanced entry routes:

(i)
From a collaborative partner organisation onto a programme running at Northumbria (as (iii) will now also be called a partner.)
(ii)
From a collaborative partner organisation onto a Northumbria programme delivered at that partner

(iii)
From any other organisation onto a programme running at Northumbria
An articulation agreement does not imply a formal partnership and a partnership review is not required as part of the approval for articulation.
All articulation agreements must include a provision for students on the articulation pathway to complete their studies should the articulation be withdrawn for any reason.
General procedures

1) A suitable member of staff from Northumbria (link person) will discuss the proposed arrangements with staff from the partner which is requesting advanced entry for its students. This discussion will provide basic information about the proposal for consideration by the Dean of School.
  
In addition to general information relating to the proposal information on the AE1 should include:


a) The Northumbria programme to which advanced entry is being sought, including the level at which the students will enter the programme at Northumbria.


b) Details of advanced entry – for example if students are exempted for credits at level-7 for completion of Masters programmes at Northumbria, or if levels-4 or 5 are delivered at the partner leading to year-2 or final-year entry at Northumbria. 


c) The type of partner organisation. For example state whether the partner is an HE/FE or another type of institution.


d)
The numbers of students to be admitted at each intake (to include expected and maximum numbers and as percentages of the expected cohort at Northumbria). 


e)
The location of the partner’s programme if this is different from the correspondence address.


f)
What is the status of the partner’s award? For example is it self-validated, a national award, an Edexcel award, or validated by a recognised HE institution.


g)
The start date and the number of intakes or years for which students are likely to be 
admitted in the first instance. This would normally be 3 years unless the partner is 
well recognised and Northumbria University already has a proven articulation, 
franchise or other history with the partner, in which case a 5-year period may be 
considered.
h)
Is the articulation enhanced by support, curriculum design, setting of assessments, 
moderation, delivery of academic materials or other contributions from Northumbria?


i)
A mapping exercise should be included on the support sheets-1 and 2.  Indicate if this exercise identifies if additional student support is required, for example by offering a bridging programme or additional support for the students after progression to Northumbria.
 

j)
Proposals for maintenance of the articulation. For example are there planned visits by 
Northumbria staff to the partner’s organisation to meet new students, students about 
to progress to Northumbria and teaching staff. As part of the articulation maintenance 
schools will be expected to provide feedback to the partner relating to student 
performance and attainment during their studies at Northumbria. 


k)
Mechanisms to allow any students on the articulation pathway to complete their 
studies should the articulation be withdrawn. Typically this will be the provision of an 
acceptable “roll-out” period which will be agreed between the partner and the School.



2)
After considering this information the Northumbria Link Person will discuss with the Dean of School whether to proceed with the proposal.

3)
If it is agreed to proceed with the proposal the Northumbria link person and suitable subject specialist and admissions staff within the relevant School will consider in detail recent appropriate examples (at least the previous two years) of:

l)

Syllabi

m)

Learning outcomes

n)

Contact hours

o)

Coursework

p)

Examination papers

q)

Student attainments

r)

Portfolios

s)

Work-based experience (where relevant)

t)

Other relevant media

In addition, where a Northumbria Award has PSRB accreditation it is necessary to consult the PSRB to determine the implications for that accreditation arising from this proposed agreement.

The above considerations will enable an assessment of the standard, applicability and coverage of the prior study as a prerequisite for entry to the programme concerned.  From this the Northumbria Link Person will then complete an AE1 form (attached) for the appropriate School Student Learning and Experience Committee (SSLE), which may:

· Accept the proposal and approve the advanced entry.

· Ask for more information about the proposal

· Reject the proposal

4)
If the SSLE approves the advanced entry, an Articulation Agreement is prepared by the School using the standard template and two copies including the AE1 and appropriate minutes from the SSLE are forwarded to the Quality Support Section (QS) of Academic Services.

5) The proposed Articulation Agreement will be considered by PASC.  That Sub-Committee has the following options:

· Reject the proposal

· Ask the School for more information about the proposal

· Determine that the proposal constitutes an augmented articulation and specify any additional approval mechanism required (for example, additional scrutiny by a sub-group or other panel, requirements for external scrutiny etc)

· Accept the proposal and approve the advanced entry


If PASC recommends approval then the agreement will be forwarded for signature by the Pro Vice-Chancellor (Learning and Teaching) and the partner organisation (assuming approval by that organisation).  Where modification or rejection is recommended the proposal will be referred back to the School for further consideration or withdrawal.

6) In considering any proposed agreement SSLEs and PASC will expect the School proposers to show that such agreements are estimated to generate sufficient numbers to warrant such an agreement and/or there is a strong strategic rationale eg basis for future programme delivery arrangements.

.

7)
Once the signed agreement has been returned, the details will be entered onto the database in the QS Section of Academic Services and copies of the signed Articulation Agreement forwarded to the Dean of School, Chair of SSLE and School Registrar. 

8)
Where the advanced entry arrangement is to a programme at a partner franchised or validated by Northumbria, the verification of the arrangement will be endorsed by the Panel approving the franchise/validation.  The Panel will assume that the standards and academic credibility of the prior learning have been fully validated and will expect to see, as part of the approval documentation, a report from the SSLE on the standards of the proposed advanced entrants covering as a minimum the previous three years.

9) The School that administers the programme will appoint a link tutor who will liaise with the partner on a regular basis and offer advice on necessary staff development.

10) As part of the ongoing monitoring process, the SSLE will ensure that students entering a programme via an Articulation Agreement are monitored separately, and progression rates recorded separately, as part of the annual review process (using the University Articulation Agreement Review template).

11) The SSLE will decide each year whether the arrangement should continue and if not will provide the partner with detailed reasons for terminating the agreement.

12) At the expiry of the agreement the School and partner will determine whether they will seek renewal.  If renewal is to be sought then the steps set out in 3 above will be undertaken.  In considering renewal SSLE will take note of a report arising from the on-going monitoring process (see 10 above).

13) If SSLE recommends renewal then 3, 4, 5 and 6 (see above) will apply or 8 for franchisees.

14) A review and audit of the arrangements may be undertaken by Academic Services Coordinators with any resulting reports presented to PASC.

� Full articulation would not be required for a prior qualification that meets national standards such as an HND award, although it may be desirable to formalise the link with a partner organisation.
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