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Introduction to the Renewal Proforma
a) Background:

The rationale for Partnership Review is explained below. Under normal circumstances partnerships are approved for a period of 6 years. After that time, if both partners wish to continue the partnership it will need to be renewed.

The Partnership Review process has been devised in line with the UK Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA) Code of Practice for the assurance of academic quality and standards in higher education: Section 2 (September 2004). 

b) Purpose of the Code of Practice:

The aim of the QAA code is to ensure that the quality and standards of the programmes and awards with which UK Universities are involved, as awarding institutions, are adequately safeguarded.  It is relevant to institutions at all stages of their collaborative activity.

The code is based on the key principle that collaborative arrangements, wherever and however organised, should widen learning opportunities without prejudice either to the standard of the award or qualification or the quality of what is offered to the student.  Further, the arrangements for assuring the quality and standards should be as rigorous, secure and open to scrutiny as those for programmes provided wholly within the responsibility of a single institution. 

c) Northumbria Partnership Review
Northumbria accepts the following precepts set out by the UK Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education in Section 2 of its Code:

i)  The awarding institution is responsible for the academic standards of all awards granted in its name (precept 1).

ii)  The academic standards of all awards made under a collaborative arrangement should meet the expectations of the UK Academic Infrastructure (precept 2).  Thus they should be comparable to awards for programmes delivered by an awarding institution itself and be comparable with any relevant benchmark information recognised within the UK.

The purpose of partnership renewal is to ensure that there have not been major changes affecting the compatibility of the institutions since the initial approval and that the partnership has been effective in allowing the successful delivery of programmes. Where the initial indicators suggest the partnership to be working effectively then partnership renewal will be a streamlined process.
To assist this renewal process could you please complete the following brief proforma, attaching any appropriate documentation.  Please return the completed proforma and associated documentation to the Collaborative Ventures Team, Quality Support Section, Academic Registry or email to linda.forbes@northumbria.ac.uk)

1.
Changes since the Partnership Review (or Last Renewal)
1.1
Legal and Financial Details

Please indicate if there have been any:

Changes to Legal status (including name of contractual body) since last review:
Changes to legal requirements in partner’s own country  e.g. Ministry of Education Approval:
Changes to Constitution and Memorandum and Articles of Association / Certificate of Incorporation or Equivalent (attach a copy of new documents if significantly changed):
Significant changes affecting financial standing:
1.2
Significant Changes at Partner Affecting the Collaboration
Please provide a brief summary of any major changes since the last review that might impact on the partnership. Examples would include changes to your Mission or Learning and Teaching Strategy, major organisational changes; significant expansion or contraction, major developments to campuses or learning resources, changes to quality assurance processes, changes to arrangements for student support or to student regulations. Please include relevant documents with this proforma.
2.
Partner’s View of Effectiveness of Collaboration with Northumbria

2.1
Effectiveness of Northumbria’s Processes and Management of Programmes

Please provide your institutions view on the working of the partnership with Northumbria. You may wish to comment on communication with Northumbria staff, usefulness of documentation supplied by Northumbria, Northumbria’s quality assurance processes, any significant problems in delivery of Northumbria programmes, access to relevant Northumbria learning resources, student experience of Northumbria programmes:
2.2
Possibilities for further development of the partnership and other comments
Please comment on how you would see the partnership developing in the future and give any other comments that you feel appropriate:


