Interfaith Calendar 2011-12
At Northumbria University, we are committed to developing a greater understanding and awareness of the diversity of our students and staff.  This includes the religions that they may follow.  This calendar has been developed to help readers familiarise themselves with the significant dates in the five faiths that statistics indicate are the more popular in the university and local community: Sikhism, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism and Christianity. Where possible details have been recorded to help the reader understand what adherants of the various faiths may be doing at the time of the festival, holy day or season.
We recognise that there are many more faiths followed within our university and we encourage readers to familiarise themselves with these.  This can be done by consulting our main source of information, the interfaith calendar:  
Source: http://www.interfaithcalendar.org
SEPTEMBER 2011-12

	Date
	Faith
	Description 

	28 -5 October
	Hindu
	Navaratri: Festival of the divine mother

	29-30
	Jewish
	Rosh Hashanah: Jewish New Year - time of introspection, abstinence, prayer and penitence


OCTOBER 2011-12

	Date
	Faith
	Description 

	8
	Jewish
	Yom Kippur: Day of Atonement; holiest day of the Jewish year is observed with strict fasting and ceremonial repentance

	26
	Hindu, Jain, Sikh
	Diwali: festival of lights; Gift exchanges, fireworks and festive meals. Jain celebration of Lord Mahavira's day of final liberation. 


NOVEMBER 2011-12

	Date
	Faith
	Description

	6
	Islam
	Eid ul Adha: A three-day festival recalling Abraham's willingness to sacrifice his son in obedience to Allah. 

	10
	Sikh
	Birthday of Guru Nanak: Sacred readings, prayers, hymns, meals together.

	27
	Western Christians
	First Sunday of Advent. Advent is a season of preparation for Christmas.


DECEMBER 2011-12

	Date
	Faith
	Description

	21-28
	Jewish
	 Hannukah: Festival of Lights. Special readings and praise songs focus. The eight candle Menorah is lighted

	25
	Christian
	Christmas/Feast of the Nativity: celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. Observed by prayers, exchanging of gifts, and family parties.


 
JANUARY 2011-12
	Date
	Faith
	Description 

	6
	Christian
	Epiphany or “Twelth Night”: Christian commemoration of the manifestations of the divine nature of Jesus Christ, end of the twelve days of the Christmas season

	7
	Orthodox Christian
	Feast of the Nativity: Eastern Orthodox Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus (see 25 December)
	

	23
	Various Chinese
	Chinese New Year.


FEBRUARY 2011-12
	 Date
	Faith
	Description 

	22
	Christian (Western)
	Ash Wednesday: Lent begins

	27
	Christian (Orthodox)
	Great Lent begins


MARCH 2011-12
	Date
	Faith
	Description

	
	
	No major festivals in the world faiths represented at UNN


 

APRIL 2011-12
	Date
	Faith
	Description 

	6
	Christian (Western)
	Good Friday: Remembrance of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Day of fasting and penitence for many Christians

	7-14
	Jewish
	Pesach (Passover): celebration of the deliverance of the Jews from slavery in Egypt. A special meal is a central feature.

	8
	Christian (Western)
	Easter: Celebration of Jesus Christ’s return from death (‘resurrection’).

	13
	Christian (Orthodox)
	Holy Friday: Remembrance of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Day of fasting and penitence.

	14
	Sikh
	Baisakhi: New year; commemorates the founding of the Khalsa, a distinctive Sikh brotherhood. 

	15
	Christian (Orthodox)
	Pascha (Easter): Celebration of Jesus Christ’s return from death (‘resurrection’).


MAY 2011-12
	Date
	Faith
	Description

	17
	Christian (Western)
	Ascension: commemorating Jesus’ being taken up into heaven. (24th for Orthodox Christians)

	27
	Christian, Jewish (till 28th)
	Pentecost and Shavuot: Christian Pentecost (aka ‘Whitsun’) recalls the manifest gift of the Holy Spirit to the first disciples. The Jewish faith celebrates Moses' descent from Mt Sinai with the ten commandments. Plants and flowers are used in decorations.


JUNE 2011-12
	Date
	Faith
	Description

	3
	Christian (Orthodox)
	Pentecost. See 27 May.

	16
	Islam
	Lailat al Miraj: observance of Mohammed's night journey from Mecca to Jerusalem and his ascension to heaven


JULY 2011-12
	Date
	Faith
	Description

	20
	Islam
	Ramadan begins: commemoration of Muhammad's reception of the divine revelation recorded in the Qur'an. The event begins when authorities in Saudi Arabia sight the new moon of the 9th month. It is the holiest period of the Islamic Year. There is strict fasting from sunrise to sunset.


AUGUST 2011-12
	Date
	Faith
	Description 

	10
	Hindu
	Krishna Janmashtami: commemoration of the birth of Krishna

	19
	Islam
	Eid al Fitr: marking the close of Ramadan. It involves wearing finest clothing, saying prayers, and fostering understanding with other religions


Source: http://www.interfaithcalendar.org/
 
