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1. Principles

There are three possible models for producing programme specifications for joint programmes:

Model A: Custom Joint Programme

Where only limited numbers of combinations are proposed and the proposed programme is an integrated one where modules included from other subjects are specifically chosen for this combination, then it will be appropriate to produce a single programme specification for the joint award, using the standard undergraduate or postgraduate template
Model B: Joint Programmes within a Programme Framework

A programme framework is a cluster of related programmes, sharing a common core set of modules, with a limited number of specialist modules contributing to the specific named award. Such frameworks can allow for different subject combinations. The complexity of the framework will determine the best way of producing a programme specification. 
· If there are limited numbers of combinations and all structures and sets of learning outcomes can be represented on a single programme specification then that will be the best option.
·  If there are larger numbers of possible combinations then the best approach will be to represent the framework aims and common elements on a standard programme specification template (undergraduate or postgraduate, as appropriate) but to include the aims etc for each subject component on a Joint Subject Programme Specification (see below)
Model C: Joint Programme made up of standard half-subject elements

In such cases it will be more efficient to produce a programme specification consisting of three parts:

Three part Programme Specification for Joint Programme: Joint Hons A and B

	
	
	Joint Programme Specification, A and B
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Joint Subject Programme Specification Subject A *
	
	
	
	Joint Subject Programme Specification Subject B *

	*
just one joint subject programme specification will normally be written, to serve that subject in a range of joint programmes – see below.


· A Joint Programme Specification, is in effect a description of, and rationale for, the particular combination of subjects in the Joint award.

· A Joint Subject Programme Specification is a programme specification for the subject as it is presented in a joint degree.  It will be an abbreviated version of (and is likely to make reference to) the Programme Specification for the corresponding single honours programme.

2. Templates  
Templates for a Joint Programme Specification, and a Joint Subject Programme Specification as well as the standard undergraduate and postgraduate templates are available on the Academic Registry website at 

http://www.northumbria.ac.uk/sd/central/ar/qualitysupport/approval/progspecs/
3. Guidance notes where Joint Programme and/or Joint Subject Templates are used
(please read these notes in association with the general Programme Specifications Guidelines available from the Academic Registry website at http://northumbria.ac.uk/sd/central/ar/qualitysupport/approval/progspecs/  

Passages in the guidance below which have been abstracted from that document are italicised.)

Joint Programme Specification

This part of the three part programme specification provides basic information for the joint programme as a whole.  Sections 1 to 8 of the template require information available from the Student Administration System, or other course/programme records.  Section 9 simply asks for confirmation that the necessary ‘joint subject programme specifications’ exist.

Section 10 
Educational Aims of the Programme

The template incorporates a set of aims which have been approved for all joint programmes.  To these should be added

a) one or more aims which convey the rationale for this particular combination of subjects, for example:

‘To enable students to acquire critical skills of description, textual and critical analysis, and evaluation in the fields of English and History.’ (English and History)

or

‘To produce graduates with the skills of writing and research necessary for the production of a properly argued critical perspective in a variety of cultural texts and phenomena.’ (English and Film Studies)

b) a set of subject-specific aims.  These will make reference to the aims specified in each of the joint subject programme specifications.  The aims for that joint subject will have been written broadly, so here is the place to specify which subset of those aims is to be included in this particular joint programme.

Section 11 
How Students are Supported in their Learning/Employability/Career Development

Indicate here the support and guidance available to students on the programme.  

Not all of the support for student learning will be provided by the teaching team.  It may include physical as well as human resources.  Issues to consider may include induction; study skills modules; particular University services; guidance and tutorial systems; availability of staff; learning resources (University and School), placement opportunities and support for them.  The emphasis here should be on features which are specific to the programme, and perhaps to the School.  It is not necessary to produce the same list of University support services in each programme specification!

One of the aims of the University is to increase the employability of its students.  This section therefore requires a description of the ways in which the programme seeks to achieve this.  It could be through placement, work shadowing, the use of Personal Development Planning, project work, methods of assessment and so on.

Section 12 
Learning Outcomes of Joint Programme

Learning outcomes will have been specified for the joint subjects, and the emphasis here should be on the ways in which the joint programme adds its own learning outcomes, and achieves (perhaps a sub-set of) the learning outcomes for the two subjects.  What is to be specified here, in terms of learning outcomes, should align with the joint aims in section 10.  The entry will probably be made in list form.

Section 13 
Programme Structure

This section may be best completed diagrammatically, perhaps making reference to one or more diagrams appended to the programme specification.  As well as listing core and option modules it might also include a description of the philosophy of core and option modules, implications for option choices and so on.

The template includes the progression requirements for an honours degree as specified in the Assessment Regulations for Northumbria Awards; this section should be amended as required.

Reference should be made to any non-compensatable modules which have been determined at validation, and any specific restrictions on progression which have been determined by professional bodies.

Section 14.
Lower Level Awards

Where programmes offer different exit points e.g. CertHE, DipHE as well as Honours Degree, these will be specified in this section.  The template includes the standard credit structure for these awards; this might need editing where for example a specified number of level 4 modules are included in an intermediate award. In cases where the student will not have studied a set of modules appropriate to justify the joint award title at the exit point then it may be necessary to approve a suitable generic award title for the lower level awards. This must be specified in Section 1 as well as here.
Additional exit points may be specified.  A full description of possible Northumbria awards is given in section 12 of the Assessment Regulations for Northumbria Awards.

The programme level learning outcomes for each award should be specified here, with reference to the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications.

Section 15.
 Variation from Assessment Regulations

Where there have been approved and validated exceptions to the Assessment Regulations for Northumbria Awards (ARNA), they should be described here.

Section 16.
Mapping of Learning Outcomes

In the joint subject programme specifications the learning outcomes for the joint subjects will have been mapped against the modules, either explicitly or by reference to the single honours programme specification.

This section need therefore only attend to the learning outcomes which have been specified in section 12 as being associated with the joint programme as a whole.  The entry is likely to take the form of a commentary, although a variation of the mapping matrix used by single honour programmes could be used if this was felt to be appropriate.

Section 17.
Admission Requirements

The University has determined that the programme specification should be the location for the definitive statement on admissions requirements, in accordance with the requirement for transparency indicated in the QAA Code of Practice.  

The first two paragraphs of section 17 are standard statements of University policy.  The rest incorporates an example entry for one of the University’s joint programmes which may provide a useful model for other programmes.  The particular content will of course be deleted and replaced with information applicable to the programme in question.  Particular reference may need to be made to the accreditation of prior learning, be it APL, APEL or AWBL.

The section on interviews may again be edited, but the statement about the purpose of interviews should be retained.

Section 18.
Application Procedure

The statement in the template should be amended to reflect the relevant procedure for the programme.

Joint Subject Programme Specification

The joint subject programme specification is a partial version of the corresponding single honours programme specification, although in the rare cases where such a corresponding single honours document does not exist an adapted version of the full programme specification template will need to be completed.

The joint subject programme specification will be completed mainly by reference to the corresponding single honours programme specification, and will therefore be quite a simple and brief document.  It should be noted that these joint specifications should be designed to serve a variety of possible joint degree combinations, and the aims and learning outcomes will therefore be written broadly.  The programme specification for a particular joint award will, as described above, identify the subset of aims and outcomes for that particular award.

Sections 1 – 4 are descriptive and self-explanatory.

Section 5
Educational Aims of the (Joint) Subject

This may differ only slightly from the corresponding section of the single honours Programme Specification.  This will have been written with the following guidance:

These should reflect the Subject Benchmark statement for the subject.  They may encompass the particular needs of students for whom the programme is designed; the student's professional or occupational opportunities on completion; the approach to attracting students; the learning and teaching strategy etc.  You may usefully refer to the University’s Mission statement.  It should be clear what makes this provision at Northumbria distinctive.

Section 6
Learning Outcomes of Joint Subject

Again this may be a sub-set of the single honours learning outcomes.  Reference should be made to the guidelines covering this section of the single honours template.

Section 7
Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategy

Completed with reference to the corresponding section of the single honours learning outcomes, and the associated guidelines.

Section 8
Mapping of Learning Outcomes

As indicated on the template: 

The association of module learning outcomes with programme learning outcomes will have been identified in the full programme specification for this subject.  For this section either:

Indicate in text format how the range of learning outcomes for the joint subject are met by the restricted module provision. 

Edit the matrix in the full programme specification and enter it in this section.

In either case reference should be made to the corresponding section of the single honours programme specification, and the associated guidelines.
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