The VIIIth K.K. Luthra Memorial Moot Court Competition

The moot competition 

We had an arduous competition. Indian and American advocacy was a world apart from English mooting styles. However, we managed to overcome this obstacle.

We were pitted against last year’s winners – the George Washington Law School in the preliminary rounds. Of course, this gave us a bit of trepidation. But, we managed to beat them! The moot became the spectacle of the competition. Not only were last year’s winners mooting, they were mooting against an English University. This was the moot which drew crowds of interested people to watch the moot. 

Fortunately, after a grilling from two Supreme Court advocates, we beat Washington. They certainly didn’t make it easy, taking us down bizarre tangents of law. In fact, Laura and I were on our feet for near an hour each. It appeared they were doing this simply for the benefit of the near 40/50 people watching. Thus, to play up to this, I made a joke in my right to reply speech. Luckily, they took this well!

Overall, we did not lose a round. However, due to UPS delivering the package late they had to deduct us 2 points. This placed us at 9th out of the 84 teams who registered.

We beat Cambridge to this position also. Therefore, we took solace in the fact that we became the best of the Western Universities who entered.

The experience

We feel as though we seriously boosted the profile of Northumbria University. Many local lawyers, advocates and students wanted to talk to us simply because we were from England, and Northumbria University.

Whilst it was an incredibly tiring experience – up for 45 hours on the first day, which a 6am start the next. It was one of the most rewarding experiences I have ever had.

In fact, we made such good friends with the Students at the University they insisted they took us for an evening out in Delhi, where they refused to let us pay for a thing.

The final day we spent touring Delhi. We had the fortune of Dr Gita Gill’s taxi driver to escort us around the city. With 20 degrees heat, glorious sunshine and phenomenal sights, this was one of the most relaxing and exciting days. Of course, many pictures were taken, and a lot of lazing about in the sunshine was on the agenda.

Overall

Overall, I know I speak for Laura, Dan and I when I say that the experience was amazing. Not only were we successful in our mooting campaign, but we made many a new friend, and enjoyed many a new experience. 

The Delhi University Mooting Society sincerely wishes for Northumbria to return, as does Mr Sidharth Luthra, the top senior advocate in India. 

I hope the University will be able to give the incredible opportunity of the moot to other Students in coming years.
