Registrar’s Department, Ellison Place, Newcastle upon Tyne.  NE1 8ST
Academic Session 2004/5
Dear Student

I am writing to you as our records show that you are under 18 years of age at the start of your course of study.  The University has a specific duty of care to ensure your safety and well being and this letter seeks to :

· inform you of some issues which will be relevant for you

· indicate the University Policy on Parental Contact for Students aged 16 and 17 

· remind you of the availability of the University support services.

Information Relevant for Students Aged 16 and 17

Legally those aged below 18 years of age are not permitted to buy or consume alcohol on  licensed premises.  We have advised the Students’ Union and the University Shop that there are students on campus who are aged below 18 years and you may be required to give evidence of your age before being allowed to buy alcohol.

Your Enrolment Document and Tenancy Agreement are binding legal documents and should be viewed as such.  However, you may wish to seek advice from the University Welfare Advice Service before signing any other documents such as hire purchase agreements.

Banks can refuse to allow you a student account and the attached interest free overdraft until you are 18.  You should take note of this and organise your other finances accordingly.  For additional advice, contact the Welfare Advice Service.

University Policy on Parental Contact for Students aged 16 and 17

The University has a Parental Contact Policy for students aged 16 and 17 years.  The guiding principle of this Policy is the personal safety of the student and their right to control the disclosure of information about themselves.  Please read the copy enclosed carefully and complete the Parental Contact Declaration, giving the University, in line with the stated Policy, permission to contact your parents.  This declaration will be kept on your student file until your 18th birthday when it becomes invalid.  I would encourage you to complete the Parental Contact Declaration – it is in your interests that we are able to contact your parents in an emergency or at other relevant times. 

Availability of Student Support Services

The University has well established student support services.  The Student Services leaflet also enclosed with this letter outlines all of the available services and how to access them.  The University of Northumbria is concerned for the welfare of all students, but especially those aged below 18 years, and we advise you to make full use of the University’s student support services.  In particular, those students from outside the United Kingdom should contact the International Student Adviser as soon as possible.

We strongly advise you to live in University residences, approved lodgings or private accommodation which has been accredited by the University.  Alternative accommodation, which may be cheaper, is not recommended by the Accommodation Service and may not meet approved safety standards.  

Can I take this opportunity to wish you a happy and successful time here at the University.   If you have any queries, please contact your School Office.

Yours sincerely

Mrs Cheryl Penna

Registrar




Vice Chancellor Professor Kel Fidler
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