CHANGES TO STUDENT IMMIGRATION from 4th JULY 2011 

The next phase of changes to the student immigration system will come into effect on 4 July 2011. For an overview of this plus information about the changes coming into effect over the next year, please see below: 

UKCISA website (http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/student/index.php)  

UKBA website (http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-and-updates/?area=Studying 

	Please note that these changes will apply to students and their dependants who are applying on or after 4 July 2011 and will not apply to those with existing immigration permission


Evidence of student funding 

UKBA has introduced a streamlined process for low risk applicants applying in the UK or the country of which they are national going to Highly Trusted Sponsors. This means these students do not have to provide documents beyond the CAS and passport/ identity document. 

The list of low risk countries/nationalities includes: Argentina, Australia, British National Overseas, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Croatia, Hong Kong, Japan, Mexico, New Zealand, Singapore, South Korea, Trinidad & Tobago and United States of America. 

If you are a national of a "low risk" country, the UK Border Agency still has the right to request further evidence of your maintenance. If they do request the evidence, and you do not provide it, your application will be refused

Your family's immigration
You can bring or keep dependants in the UK if:

· you are studying a postgraduate course that lasts 12 months or longer, at a Higher Education institution; or

· you are a Government-sponsored student on a course that lasts 6 months or longer; or

· you are applying for immigration permission to study a course of six months or more, your dependant(s) is applying with you, and within 3 months of the date of your application you had (or were last granted) immigration permission under Tier 4 or as a student

If you do not come under any of these three definitions you will not be able to bring your dependants with you to study.
