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Interoperability of genetic and forensic 
databases seen as undesirable for various 
reasons:

Unconsented use of genetic samples accessioned for 
research by forensic agencies would:

a) Undermine the donor’s informational autonomy

b) collapse public confidence in the inviolability of medical 
confidentiality  



‘Spaces of exception’ in genetic 
data exchange:

 The commandeering of previously banked biomedical DNA; and/or 
the surreptitious linking together of  existing biomedical databases is  
creating what Agamben would call “a space of exception” in 
which “the expansion of the power structures of governments is 
legitimated by a perceived political crisis of some kind” …..

 a space in which “questions of citizenship, and individual rights can 
be diminished, superseded or rejected in the extension of state 
powers”  



Lipshutz: Hybrid Rule 

 Argues here that that rather than 
being subsumed to neoliberalism 
the State is in fact gaining in power 
– power realised through subtler 
regimes and measures including 
pacification and depoliticization. 

 These he suggests  are becoming 
instrumental to the enhancement of 
State power. 



Anna Lindh case  



Argentina's ‘living 
disappeared’ and 
the use of a co-
valent human rights 
discourse to 
legitimate the 
creation of new 
spaces of exception 
in data exchange







GENES AND JUSTICE Mining the Database
Washington Post 

He was a church-going father of two, and for more 
than 30 years Dennis Rader eluded police in the 
Wichita area, killing 10 people and signing taunting 
letters with a self-styled monogram: BTK, for Bind 
Torture Kill. In the end, it was a DNA sample that tied 
BTK to his crimes. Not his own DNA. But his daughter's.

Investigators obtained a court order without the 
daughter's knowledge for a Pap smear specimen she 
had given five years earlier at a university medical 
clinic in Kansas. A DNA profile of the specimen 
almost perfectly matched the DNA evidence taken 
from several BTK crime scenes, leading detectives to 
conclude she was the child of the killer. That allowed 
police to secure an arrest warrant for Rader. 
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