Project Title:
Modernist Cultures and Theories of Affect and Intimacy (RDF16/HUM/TAYLOR)
Project Description
The modernist studies research group is part of the Institute of the Humanities and has played
an important role in extending scholarship on modern literary and material culture. We invite
proposals on any relevant area but are particularly interested in projects that consider the
relation between modernist culture and theories of intimacy, affect and the emotions. This may
involve an examination of canonical writing by figures such as Joseph Conrad, Virginia Woolf,
Marianne Moore, T.S. Eliot or James Joyce or an exploration of less well-known modernists
such as Djuna Barnes, Lorine Neidecker, Gertrude Stein and Hart Crane. Likewise, we welcome
proposals that seek to explore the material cultures of modernism. More specifically, we are
interested in projects that consider the relation between modern periodical culture and what has
been described as the ‘intimate public sphere’.
The University of Northumbria has a large and lively postgraduate community in the Humanities.
Our PhD students benefit from generous research space and resources in the recently
expanded Glenamara Centre as well as the new Institute of the Humanities. PhD students
develop a portfolio of skills and competencies through the Humanities Training Programme, the
Teaching Shadowing Scheme, the annual PhD conference and the Graduate School’s
Professional Development and Research Training Programme. In addition, students are
provided with a research allowance for conference attendance and travel as well as funding to
support the organisation and development of research networks, conferences and seminar
series.
English, the international journal of literary studies from the English Association is edited by a
team from within Northumbria University, and successful candidates will have the opportunity to
contribute to all aspects of the editing process. The journal sits within the new Institute of the
Humanities, an initiative that brings together a range of disciplines to foster collaboration,
innovation and cross-fertilisation.
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Recent Publications
Victoria Bazin
‘Hysterical Virgins and Little Magazines: Marianne Moore’ Editorship of The Dial Magazine’,
Journal of Modern Periodical Studies, 4:1 (2013): 55-75.
Julie Taylor
Modernism and Affect (as editor) (Edinburgh University Press, 2015)

Deadline for applications: 18 March 2016
Interview date (if known): w/c 2 May 2016
Start Date: 3 October 2016
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