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‘Race’, Forensics and the Politics of
Prediction

* NDNAD: talking about race and ethnicity, not
talking about racism?

* Third Wave Forensics and ‘race’: practical and
political challenges

 What is happening to ‘race’? Datafication and
visualization



The racialization of the NDAND:

* inthe over-representation of black people in the database
population;

* inthe classification of all DNA profiles according to ‘ethnic
appearance’;

* in the use of profiles for experiments to determine the
ethnicity of crime scene DNA;

* inthe monitoring and auditing of the database;

* inthe focus on race and racism in public debate about the
database;

 [NA17 Profiling: match probabilities against racialized
reference database.]



Talking about ‘race’, not talking about
racism?

Adopt a biomedical model of ethical governance

Discuss and monitor the problem of
overrepresentation

Question the reliability and suitability of currently
available monitoring data

Focus on questions of categories and categorization
Transpose inequality issues to identity issues

Argue that the disproportionality in the population
of the database is a reflection of other inequalities

Engage with advocacy and community groups



Third wave forensics and ‘race’

* The dangers of over-selling the science i.e.
exaggerating its reliability and utility

* The repurposing of data collected for other reasons.

* The reproduction and reinforcement of existing
divisions and inequalities:

— The practicalities and politics of constructing and
using categories.

— The stigmatization of groups and communities by
association

— The distortion of policing practice e.g. by

encouraging racialized offender profiling and
dragnets



Example: the politics of guess who?
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Lessons from ancestry testing in other

contexts .

See Alondra Nelson,
Catherine Nash, Katharina

Schramm etc.

Dependent on pre-established
categories and population
groupings

Open to a variety of (re)
interpretations by users and the
public

Sometimes confirms and
sometimes confounds lay
understandings and ancestry,
identity and belonging

Complex relationship between
data and everyday
understandings of ethnicity,
identity and embodied
difference



The informationalization of ‘race’

“ ... information becomes the material by which
racial meaning is worked on. As cultural code
meets computer code, analogue systems enter
the digital world producing new modalities as
well as reproducing old ones.” (Peter Chow-
White 2009: 221)



The twenty-first century race object

Emerges out of networked data systems

Is a bio-social-information hybrid: at once
discursive, digital, and corporeal

Is used alongside continuing debate about the
reliability, validity, and ethics of race data

Is multiple, contingent, and deniable: every expert
IS @ constructionist; every expert engages in
‘doubled practice’

|s topological: it flows, stalls, and translates across
multiple sites, institutions, and locations

Raises new questions about performativity: what is
race data for?



Datafication and visualization

* The ‘racial-visual’ logic of
digital culture (Nakamura

e Large projects of visual
data collection,
management, and
dissemination

* Attempts to make facial
identification systematic
and scientific e.g.
software, ‘super
recognisers’
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How to recognise the super-recognisers
30/08/2012

Some police officers are far better than others at recognising people glimpsed in CCTV footage, research
presented at a Society Conference today will show.

Dr Josh Davis from the University of Greenwich is speaking about his work at the Annual Conference of the
British Psychological Society's Cognitive Psychology Section. The Conference is being held at the Menzies
Hotel in Glasgow.

Dr Davis and his colleagues Karen Lander and Ray Evans from the University of Manchester have been testing a
sample of about 20 officers from the Metropolitan Police who between them have identified around 600 suspects.
One officer identified over 180 rioters from August 2011, often depicted in extremely poor footage with faces
covered by disguise.

The researchers found, from a battery of six tests, that these ‘super-identifiers’ are better on tests of both familiar
face and unfamiliar face recognition than controls, particularly when attempting to name highly degraded
celebrity images that were more than 10 years old. Perfformance was also highly correlated with a second test
which reauired narticinants to identifv from an arrav of 10 unfamiliar faces a different photoaranh of a taraet face
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