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St. George’s University (SGU) – International Medical Pathway at Northumbria University Newcastle, UK (NU)

International Medical Pathway Overview

SGU and NU have partnered to offer three different pathway-stage programs: a six-year MD Program (MD6), a five-year MD program (MD5), and a four-year MD program (MD4). Each program allows students to complete part of their education at NU, but the MD degree offered is ultimately issued by SGU. Note: the SGU pathway stages offered in Newcastle are different to the comparable stages offered in Grenada.  An overview of each pathway stage is provided below with start dates and fees.

	Program Name / Length
	Description
	Start Dates
	Max Time to Study @ NU
	 Deposit 
	 Stage Tuition/Fees (prior to discounts/ scholarships) 
	 Deposit & Fees Paid to 
	SGU Scholar-ship Eligible?
	NU Award Equiv.

	6-Year MD Program (MD6)1
	This stage is aimed at students with High School qualifications from a wide range of countries. In order to progress to MD5, students must take the Introduction to Biomedical Sciences module during their Foundation Year.
	21 Sept 2020
	2 years
(MD6 & MD5)
	 £ 5,500 
	 £        15,500 
	 NU 
	NO2
	Foundation Year
(Level 3)

	5-Year MD Program (MD5)2
	This stage is primarily aimed at students who hold High School level qualifications with sufficient science content, including A-Levels and International Baccalaureate (IB).  
	21 Sept 2020
	2 years 
(MD5 & MD4)
	 £ 5,500 
	 £        26,900 
	 NU 
	YES - Up to £6,307
	CertHE
(Level 4)

	4-Year MD Program (MD4)3
	Students eligible for this entry point will already hold a bachelor’s degree with sufficient science content. After successful completion of the NU portion (year 1 of Basic Sciences), students will spend their second year studying at SGU in Grenada
	7 Aug 2020,  
8 Jan 2021
	1 year
(MD4 stage only)
	 $ 5,000 
	$       65,0301
	 SGU 
	YES - Amt set by SGU
	DipHE
(Level 5)

	1 Tuition shown above is as of the 2020-21 Academic Year and is only for year 1 of the Four-Year MD Program.

	2 Although no portion of an SGU-awarded scholarship to will be applied to the first year of the NU-MD6 Program (due to its comparably low tuition), once a student progresses through the rest of the years of the program (i.e. MD5, MD4, and beyond), a student's scholarship award will be applied to offset tuition.



Admissions

Applications for all stages will be submitted to SGU via the online application form.  All decisions regarding the suitability of applicants for SGU programmes will be made by the SGU admissions team.  Any enquiries regarding entry criteria or student suitability should be directed to SGU at globaladmission@sgu.edu. It is important that all enquiries are sent only to this inbox and copying in other staff should be avoided to ensure a timely and clear response to queries.  

Visas and immigration

SGU students will be assigned to a Northumbria award during their time in Newcastle.  Each award is below degree level.  As per UKVI tier 4 student visa policy, where a programme is below degree level a student can spend a maximum of 2 years in the UK.  SGU students can therefore only study a maximum of 2 pathway stages in Newcastle before progressing to Grenada to complete their studies. 

Where students join MD6 in Newcastle they will be apply for a visa covering the MD6 stage only. Upon successful completion of their first year of study, students will apply for a second visa to cover their MD5 studies in Newcastle. Where students join MD5 they can apply for a single 2-year visa covering MD5 and MD4. MD4 students can apply for a single 1-year visa covering only that stage of study.  

Clinical Rotations in the UK

SGU students may wish to undertake clinical rotations in the UK.  Whilst this is possible, there are some visa time limit restrictions which must be considered.  When SGU students come to the UK for clinical rotations they will study under a tier 4 student visa. However, the visa sponsor will be the SGU UK entity rather than NU. The SGU UK entity sponsor licence has a limitation which states that students can only spend a maximum of 50% of their total programme duration outside the country where the sponsor institution (SGU) is based. This is known as the ‘50% Rule’. The amount of time a student can spend on clinical rotation in the UK will therefore be determined by the total duration of their SGU programme and the amount of time they have already spent in the UK studying in Newcastle.  The table below outlines possible durations 

	Stage
	Total pathway duration
	Time in Newcastle
	UK clinical rotation time limit

	MD4
	4 years
	1 year
	1 year

	MD5
	5 years
	2 years
	6 months

	MD6
	6 years
	2 years
	1 year



Progression Requirements

	Progression
	Progression requirements

	MD6  MD5
	Students must achieve a level average of 70% or above.

	MD5  MD4
	Students must achieve a WMPG of 80% and a Science GPA of 2.75, achieve a minimum of 70% on the Preclinical Science Comprehensive exam and maintain professionalism standards (P64 – SGU Student manual).

	MD4 UK  Grenada (Basic Sciences Y2)
	Students must achieve a minimum of 525 points out of 755 (69.5%) to progress from BPM 1 to BPM 2.
Students must achieve a minimum of 660 points out of 922 (71.5%) to progress from BPM 2 to Basic Sciences Y2 in Grenada.


 
Scholarships, bursaries and discounts

Many students will benefit from a scholarship during their studies on SGU programmes in Newcastle. Scholarships are allocated on an individual basis to students by SGU during the admissions process. Students will be issued with a bursary/scholarship letter outlining the total value of their award across their entire programme of study. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]As stated above, no scholarships are available for the Newcastle MD6 stage as the programme fee is already significantly lower than the comparable stage in Grenada. Students who join MD6 can still benefit from bursary discounts on their later years of study.  The maximum scholarship value that can be allocated to students on the Newcastle MD5 is £6,307. 
 


Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

How long can a student study with SGU in Newcastle?
Current UKVI tier 4 visa policy limits study duration for qualifications below degree level to 2 years. The NU awards associated with the SGU pathway are all below degree level and so study is limited to a total of 2 years.

Can students do their clinical rotations in Newcastle?
Yes, it is possible for students to do up to 1 year of their clinical rotations in the UK. The amount of time they can spend on clinical rotations is based on the length of their award and the amount of time they have already spent studying SGU programmes in the UK. MD4 and MD6 students can spend 1 year on rotations and MD5 students can spend 6 months. It is not possible for students to complete all clinical rotations in the UK due to visa time limits.  

Can students from UK Foundation programmes join SGU programmes?
A student on a UK Foundation programme could progress to MD5 assuming the Foundation programme has a sufficient level of science and students are able to demonstrate academic progression (i.e. their Foundation programme is at a lower academic level than the SGU programme they want to study). However, their time spent on the Foundation will count towards their overall visa time limit. Students would normally only be able to study one pathway stage (e.g. MD5) in Newcastle before continuing their studies in Grenada.  

Can students reduce the costs of study with scholarships?
Yes, a large proportion of students will be awarded a scholarship for study with SGU. However, scholarship values vary and are allocated on an individual basis by SGU. No scholarships are available for MD6. This is a Northumbria award and so students will pay the standard international fee of £15,500 with no scholarships. The maximum bursary value for the Newcastle MD5 is £6307 although students may benefit from larger fee discounts in their later years of study.  

Can students study with SGU in Newcastle for 1 year and then continue their studies in Grenada?
Yes. For students on MD4 this is the typical pattern of study. However, a student joining MD6 or MD5 could also opt to study in Newcastle for 1 year and then progress to Grenada rather than spending the maximum 2 years in Newcastle. Where students join MD5 it would be beneficial to understand whether this is their preferred option in advance so a CAS covering 1 year of study can be awarded (i.e. normally a single 2-year CAS would be issued).  

Can SGU and NU contracted agents send students to Newcastle?
Yes. The commission payment arrangements are different for the 3 pathway stages available in Newcastle. However, in all cases an SGU or NU contracted agent could send a student to Newcastle and receive commission. Where NU is responsible for paying agent commission, arrangements are in place to recognise SGU contracted agents and make commission payments. Similar arrangements are in place at SGU to recognise NU agents.  

Who will issue the CAS for a student studying with SGU in Newcastle?
All CAS are issued by Northumbria University who will act as sponsor for the duration of a student’s time in Newcastle on SGU programmes. Where students opt to return to the UK for clinical rotations SGU will act as sponsor for visa purposes.  

How do students apply for SGU programmes offered in Newcastle?
All applications must be submitted to SGU for all pathway stages. Applications can be submitted via the SGU website. The application form can also be accessed via the Medical Pathway page on the Northumbria website. Much of the admissions process is managed by SGU and any enquiries for active applications should be submitted to SGU rather than NU.  
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